From space exploration to utilization of the space perspective, environment, and materials. The 1985 Harvey Cushing oration.
As a planetary geologist, the author has analyzed results of the various space missions. Based upon this knowledge, he examines the benefits for mankind to be derived from exploration of the solar system. Findings from Venus and Mars have a bearing on Earth's history and geological make-up and climate. Plans to utilize the Moon's minerals and gases are being considered, and the possibility of capturing asteroids as a source of materials has been suggested. The author expresses the hope of peaceful cooperation in space among the major industrialized nations.